
Stanly Soil & Water 

Conservation Information

"I am an avid hunter,
fisherman, and very

interested in agriculture. I
come from a farm family. I

see how hard my family
works to plant, spray,

fertilize, and work the land. 
 

I want to preserve my
interests and my family’s

livelihood as long as
possible. I would like for

future generations to enjoy
the beauty of this land as I

am doing right now.  
 

I want to make sure that
conservation is on

everyone’s mind. I want to
make sure that people are
aware of the consequences
if we don’t do everything we

can to conserve our land,
water, and resources."

 
-Sam Stallings

High school students from across
the state converged on NC State's
campus this summer to learn more
about natural resources and their
management in today’s global
environment. Students from 59
counties attended the 2022
Resource Conservation Workshop
(RCW) from June 26 to July 1. 

The Stanly Soil and Water
Conservation District Board of
Supervisors was proud to sponsor
tuition for a local student to attend
RCW. Sam Stallings, a rising junior
at North Stanly High School, was
selected to represent Stanly County
at the 2022 Resource Conservation
Workshop. Since 1963, RCW has
been organized by the North
Carolina Agriculture and Consumer
Services Division of Soil & Water
Conservation.

Fall 2022

Local Student Attends Resource Conservation Workshop

The workshop featured classroom
instruction and hands-on field work
at a variety of sites around Raleigh.
Conservation professionals, from NC
State professors to park rangers, led
activities that introduced students to
the great variety of career options in
the conservation and environmental
science realm. Throughout the
action-packed week, students
explored topics including soil science,
forestry, surveying, drones, wildlife 
 management, outdoor recreation,
and much more. 

Students were housed in NC State
University campus dormitories under
the guidance of live-in counselors.
Stanly SWCD staff member Rebecca
Brickner, along with 13 other District
employees from all over the state,
attended the workshop to serve as a
counselor. Rebecca was chosen to
speak on behalf of all the counselors
at the Awards Banquet held on Friday
for students, their families, and other
special guests. 
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Stanly SWCD, along with Union County, Brown
Creek, and Montgomery SWCDs, will be hosting
a pond management workshop on October 8th
at Darrell Almond Community Park in Norwood
beginning at 9 a.m. 

Southern Pond Management will give a
seminar on pond health, fish stocking, and
species recommendations along with weed and
algae control methods.

No registration fee and breakfast will be
provided!

 
Please RSVP at 704-233-1621 ext.3 if you

wish to attend.
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District Board Meetings are
held the second Wednesday
of each month at 8:00am at
the Stanly County Agri Civic

Center. All meetings are
open to the public.
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FY 2022 Projects
ACSP: 

$7,800 - Cropland Conversion

$49,000 - Waste Management Practices

$3,600 - Livestock Exclusion

AgWRAP:

$15,000 - Agricultural Supply Wells

CCAP:

$50,000 - Grassed Swale/Excavation

Cost Share News

The Stanly Soil & Water District receives annual,

incentive-based funds to support conservation

efforts within the county. The Agricultural Cost

Share Program (ACSP) funds agricultural

conservation projects that reduce impacts on

water quality. The Agricultural Water Resources

Assistance Program (AgWRAP) provides

program dollars to implement management

practices that increase water storage and

availability for agricultural purposes. The

Community Conservation Assistance Program

(CCAP) provides program dollars for use on

non-agricultural land that reduce degradation

of water quality by improving stormwater

management.

FY 2023 Allocations
ACSP: $71,780

AgWRAP: $11,000

For more information on the
application process, please contact
Amanda Kirby at (704) 986-3059 or
akirby@stanlycountync.gov. 

On July 22, Stanly and Cabarrus Soil and Water
Conservation Districts sponsored a free Project
WET Workshop for educators. Eleven participants,
including classroom teachers, certified
environmental educators, and informal educators,
learned the curriculum through interactive
activities.

Project WET (Water Education Today) aims to solve
address environmental challenges by teaching the
world about water. Educators at all levels are
trained to reach children with objective,
experiential, science-based water education.

Participants left the workshop with Project WET’s
educator’s guide and 64 fun, easy to use lessons
that tie in to the NC Standards.   

Project WET Workshop Offered for Educators

Special thanks to Tammi Remsburg
(Cabarrus SWCD) for her assistance

and mentorship! 

Please contact Stanly SWCD to
learn more about Project WET or to
host a workshop! Rebecca Brickner
is a Project WET Facilitator.
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Cash crop production in Stanly County generally
consists of cotton, corn, wheat, and/or soybeans.
Fields are planted with one crop per planting
season. The farmer may only plant one crop, or
they may rotate crops between seasons.
Traditionally, fields were left empty (or fallow)
after harvest until the next growing season. 

Currently, the Soil and Water Conservation District
recommends the use of cover crops following
harvest. Cover crops provide an array of benefits
to the soil ecosystem, which may also increase the
production of cash crops. 

Best Management Practice Spotlight: Cover Crop

The protective canopy slows water from
rain events, reducing soil erosion and
increasing water infiltration
Reduced soil loss equates to more
nutrients held in the field and less
runoff into nearby waterways
Increased soil organic material 
 improves soil structure and  helps the
soil to hold more nutrients and
moisture
Some cover crops, such as legumes, can
increase plant available nitrogen in the
soil
Tap roots can reduce compaction,
which increases water retention
Natural suppression of soil diseases
and pests
May be used for livestock grazing,
pollinator habitat, and wildlife food

Benefits:

Cover crop mixture in Stanly County,
planted after cotton harvest. 

Mixture included rye, vetch,
rapeseed, and radish.

Stanly SWCD offers cost share assistance for
qualified farmland. If you are interested in
seeing how cover crops can benefit your fields,
please contact our office.
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Erosion
Control

Materials
Available for

Purchase

 
No-till Drill
Available 
For Rent

No-till planting reduces erosion and promotes soil health. Stanly
SWCD’s two Truax 88 No-Till-Drills are designed with three seed
boxes that allow for planting regular grass seed, fluffy seeds and

clovers. It’s perfect for seeding and reseeding fields and pastures. 
The District rents the drill for $15 per acre in Stanly County and

$20 per acre for out of county use. 
There is a $50 minimum charge.
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Thank you to our sponsors! 


