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From your Farm Service Agency...

ARC/PLC 2020 Sign up and Yield Updates

ARC and PLC provide financial protections to farmers from substantial drops
in crop prices or revenues and are vital economic safety nets for most Ameri-
can farms.

The programs cover the following commodities: barley, canola, large and
small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard seed,
oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium and short grain
rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and
wheat.

Until June 30, 2020, producers can enroll in ARC/PLC for 2020. Additional-
ly, Owners will have a 1-time opportunity in 2020 to update PLC yields of
covered commodity base crops on their farm, regardless of program election.
The updated yield will be equal to 90% of the producer’s average yield per
planted acre in crop years 2013-2017, subject to the ratio obtained by dividing
the 2008-2012 average national yield by the 2013-2017 average national yield
for the covered commodity. If the reported yield in any year is less than 75%
of the 2013-2017 average county yield, then the yield will be substituted with
75% of the county average yield.

More Information
For more information on ARC and PLC, download our program fact sheet or

our 2014-2018 farm bills comparison fact sheet. Online ARC and PLC elec-
tion decision tools are available at fsa.usda.gov/arc/plc.

To enroll, contact your FSA county office for an appointment.
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2020 Resource Conservation Workshop

We are currently seeking a rising junior or senior (present seniors not eligible) with an interest in
natural resource conservation to attend the 2020 Resource Conservation Workshop (RCW) to be held
June 21-26, 2020 at NC State University.

The Resource Conservation Workshop

is a weeklong workshop and involves

study and hands on participation in a

wide range of conservation topics.

Students are housed at NC State Uni-

versity campus dormitories under the
guidance of live-in counselors. In or-

der to achieve success, students should &=
come prepared to meet the primary ob- 84
jective of the workshop -- learning :
about natural resources and their man-
agement in today’s global environ-

ment. Awards and scholarships can be

won and are presented to students un-

der several awards programs. Here are

a few photos from the 2019 RCW.




Now available... Erosion Control Materials
For more information contact Amanda Kirby

704-986-3059

akirby(@stanlycountync.gov

Straw Double Net
8 ft. x 112.5 ft.

Excelsior Single Net
4 ft. x 180 ft.

Straw Wattle
12 in. x 10 ft.

Wood Stake
1.5 1in. x 24 1n.
Bundle of 25

STANLY SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

26032-C Newt Road
Albemarle, NC 28001

Sod Staples
6” 1000/box

Phone: 704-986-3059
Fax: 704.982-1835

$28.00 each

$38.00 each

$25.00 each

.75 each
$16.00 bundle

$30.00 box
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NORTH CAROLINA
Area VIII Spring Meeting SOIL & WATER

The 2020 Area VIII Spring Meeting was hosted by Brown Creek Soil

and Water Conservation District in Anson County on March 4, 2020. CONSERVATION DISTRICTS
Anson, Cabarrus, Cleveland, Davidson, Davie, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln,
Mecklenburg, Rowan, Stanly and Union Counties make up Area VIIIL. ?W {0’& ﬁk

The meeting was held at the Welika Fish House in Lilesville. Following
a light breakfast the business meeting was called to order. The minutes of the 2019 fall area meeting
and the treasurer’s report were approved.

The following agencies presented their reports: NC Association of SWCD, NC Division of SWCD,
Natural Resources Conservation Service, National Association of Conservation Districts, NC Founda-
tion for SWCD and the NC Conservation District Employees Association.

The afternoon session concluded with a tour of Anson High School agriculture program. The students
are learning hands-on about hydroponics and other unique ,unconventional growing practices.




USDA Opens Signup March 23 for Added Causes of Loss Under WHIP+

USDA announced additional disaster assistance available to agricultural producers, including producers
impacted by drought and excess moisture as well as sugar beet growers. Through WHIP+, USDA is helping
producers recover from losses related to 2018 and 2019 natural disasters.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will open signup on March 23 for producers to apply for eligible
losses of drought (D3 or above) and excess moisture. USDA is also entering into agreements with six sugar
beet processing cooperatives to distribute $285 million to grower members of those cooperatives who expe-
rienced loss.

In June 2019, more than $3 billion was made available through a disaster relief package passed by Con-
gress and signed by President Trump. In December 2019, Congress passed, and President Trump signed the
Further Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020 that provides an additional $1.5 billion for the continua-
tion of disaster assistance program delivery.

WHIP+ New Qualifying Disaster Events

The bill added excessive moisture and D3 and D4 drought as qualifying losses for WHIP+ assistance.
Beginning March 23, producers who suffered either of these types of loss in 2018 and/or 2019 can apply for
WHIP+ assistance at their local FSA office. For drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in
which the loss occurred was rated D3 (Extreme Drought) or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during
calendar years 2018 or 2019.

WHIP+ for Quality Loss

In addition, producers have reported widespread crop quality loss from eligible disaster events that results in
price deductions or penalties when marketing the damaged crops. The Appropriations bill expands WHIP+
to include assistance for crop quality loss. FSA is gathering data and input from producers and stakeholders
regarding the extent and types of quality loss nationwide.

Eligibility

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered losses of certain crops, trees, bushes, or vines in
counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a Secretarial Disaster Designation (primary
counties only) for the following named natural disaster events; hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, vol-
canic activity, snowstorms, wildfires, and now excessive moisture that occurred in 2018 or 2019. Also, loss-
es located in a county not designated by the Secretary as a primary county may be eligible if the producer
provides documentation showing that the loss was due to a qualifying natural disaster event.

For drought, counties having a D3 or D4 Drought Monitor classification in any portion of the county any-
time during calendar year 2018 or 2019 will also be eligible.

A list of counties that received qualifying hurricane declarations and designations is available
at farmers.gov/recover/whip-plus. The U.S. Drought Monitor is available at https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/.

Because livestock losses are covered by other disaster recovery programs offered through FSA, these losses
are not eligible for WHIP+.

USDA Non-Discrimination Policy The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Stanly SWCD prohibits dis-
crimination against its customers, employees and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, dis-
ability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status,
sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic
information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the
USDA Office of Communication at (202) 720-2791. To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA, Washington,
D.C. 20250 or call 1-800-245-6340 (Voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD).
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CRP-Grasslands Signup

CRP-Grassland signup begins March 16 and ends May 15, 2020.

CRP-Grasslands allows participants to protect pasture and rangeland while maintaining it as working
grazing lands. Farmers and ranchers who enroll in the program receive an annual rental payment and up
to 50 percent cost-share for establishing approved conservation practices. Participants retain the right to
conduct common grazing practices, produce hay, mow, install fencing and other management practices,
however, timing of some practices may be restricted by bird nesting seasons. Protecting grasslands con-
tributes positively to the economy of many regions, provides biodiversity of plant and animal populations
and improves environmental quality. Small livestock operations with 100 or fewer grazing dairy cows or
equivalent can submit applications to enroll up to 200 acres per farm.

To be eligible, land must currently be planted to a grass cover and participants must have owned or oper-
ated the land for at least 12 months prior to closing the CRP enrollment period, unless:

o The new owner acquired the land due to the previous owner’s death;

o The ownership change occurred due to foreclosure where the owner exercised a timely right of re-
demption in accordance with state law; or

o The circumstances of the acquisition present adequate assurance to FSA that the new owner did not
acquire the land for the purpose of placing it in CRP.

Contract duration is either 10 or 15 years. FSA will rank applications using several ranking factors in-

cluding existence of expiring CRP acres, number of grassland acres; existing multi-species cover and pre-

dominance of native species and cost. Enrollment in CRP-Grasslands requires an office visit. Please

call the county office to make an appointment for enrollment.

Jennifer L. Almond

County Executive Director
Stanly County

Farm Service Agency
United States Department of Agriculture

26032A Newt Road

Albemarle NC 28001

704-982-5114, ext 2 (office)

980-581-3737 (direct line)

844-325-6908, fax (toll free)
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/North-Carolina/index

For Farm Loan information please visit: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/
farm-loan-programs/index

Receive timely FSA information via GovDelivery. To subscribe to FSA GovDelivery emails
visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe or to subscribe to text message alerts by tex-

tlng NCStanIy or NCAnson to FSANOW (372-669) Standard text messaging rates apply.
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| Not FDIC Insured | Not Bank Guaranteed | May Lose Value |
| Not Guaranteed by an Government Agency | Not a Bank Deposit_|

FIRST BANK

Your Community Bank
Member FDIC

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

H.W. CULP LUMBER COMPANY

P.O. Box 235
New London, NC 28127
Phone: 704-463-7311

€

SUSTAINABLE
Purchasers of Standing Timber fﬁ#ﬁﬂﬁ

Steve Edwards, Manager
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g Office: 704-982-8496 777 SOUTHERN STATES' 111 Mauney
u ' 'en Fax: 704-982-8500 Agronomy Service Feed Mill, Inc.
; 20560 N.C. 73 HWY, Albemarle, NC 28001
- i ; . 40255 US Hwy. 52 North
Ag 501 utions 32467 Millingport Rd (704) 982-2226 or 2228 Kelly Vick New London NG 28127
Albemarle, NC 28001

704-463-1331

Stanly County
Farm Bureau
704-982-0113

FARM

BUREAU

STANLY

B.B. Qil, Inc.

Diesel - Home Heating Oil - Kerosene
Home A/C, Furnace & Heat Pump Service
Tires - Batteries - Auto Accessories
Auto/Motorcycle Inspections
Hydraulic Hoses
Propane Tank Filling

128 Hwy 49 N
PO Box 185

Richfield, NC 28137 704--463-7543

Newport Landowner
Services Inc.

3

Dale Newport
44558 N.C. Hwy 8
New London, NC 28127

Agricultural Services
Land and Estate Management

Mobile (704) 985-5437
newportlandser@yahoo.com
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