
St an l y  Coun t y  So i l  &  Wate r   
  Con s er v a t ion  D i s t r i c t  

SUMMER  EDITION  
 JULY  2019 

Agri-Civic Center 
26032-C Newt Road 

Albemarle, NC 28001 
704-986-3059 

District  Board Members 

Terry Blalock           Chairman 

Curtis Furr       Vice-Chairman 

Jody Smith              Treasurer                   

Aaron Burleson     Supervisor 

Chester Lowder     Supervisor 

   Conservation 
         Information 

District and NRCS Staff 

Amanda Kirby 

District Conservation Tech. 

Rita Little 

Admin/Education Coordinator 

Charles Dunevant 

Soil Conservationist 

Lin Taylor 

Civil Engineer Technician 

District Board Meetings are 

held the second Wednesday 

of each month at 8:00 a.m. 

at the Stanly County Agri 

Civic Center. All meetings 

are open to the public. 

   
Barry Evans McSwain Farms 

 

2019 Conservation Farm Family of the Year 
 

The NC Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts' Outstanding       

Conservation Farm Family award recognizes farmers and farm families who are 

actively taking the initiative to implement sound, innovative and cost-effective 

conservation techniques, and are  actively involved in conservation education.  

This year the award goes to Barry E. McSwain for outstanding stewardship of 

North Carolina’s natural resources through conservation, education and imple-

mentation of best management conservation practices.   
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Envirothon is the most widely recognized hands-on environmental education program in 

the nation. Students immerse themselves in a year-long learning process that     combines 

in-class curriculum with hands-on field experiences, facilitated by resource professionals 

such as soil scientists, aquatic biologists, foresters and wildlife specialists. This intense 

training culminates in a competition where teams are tested in five subject areas; Soils/

Land Use, Aquatic Ecology, Forestry, Wildlife, and Current  Environmental Issues. Test 

scores determine winning placements. The Envirothon competition is coordinated by Soil and Water Con-

servation Districts and sponsored by the North Carolina Association of Soil and Water Conservation Dis-

tricts.  

Students from across the state gathered in Alamance County on May 3-4 to participate in the 2019 State  

Envirothon. Close to 500 middle and high school  students, in teams of five, competed at the event. A qual-

ifying competition took place at Horizons Unlimited in Salisbury earlier in April. 

In the high school division, Stanly’s “Endemic Entropy” team proudly took 4th place in the state competi-

tion. The homeschool team is affiliated with the Stanly Montgomery Home School Association. Advisors 

for the team are Joanna Davis and Lisa Stark. 

NC Envirothon 2019 

Endemic Entropy HS team - Ralston James, NC Division of Soil & Water Regional            

Coordinator; Erik Conrad, Maddy Davis, Amelia  Martin, Ava Martin and Tyler Desosiers.          
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               Erosion Control Materials 
      For more information contact Stanly SWCD 

704-986-3059 

       rlittle@stanlycountync.gov 

  

 

Straw Double Net 

 8 ft. x 112.5 ft.   $28.00 each 

 
  

 

Excelsior Single Net 

  4 ft. x 180 ft.   $38.00 each 

 

 

 

Straw Wattle 

 12 in. x 10 ft.    $25.00 each 

 
 

Wood Stake 

 1.5 in. x 24 in.         .75 each 

 Bundle of  25    $16.00  bundle 

  

 

 

    

    Sod Staples 

    6” 1000/box    $30.00 box 

STANLY 
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Ag Cost Share Programs Available 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts implement four cost share programs, all of which share a common 

goal of increasing water quality. These programs include the Agriculture Cost Share Program (ACSP), 

the Agricultural Water  Resources Assistance Program (AgWRAP), and the Conservation Reserve En-

hancement Program (CREP). The District accepts applications year round for each of these programs. 

Applications are ranked based on various  criteria and  conservation concerns. The highest ranking ap-

plication is considered for assistance to install best  management practices. 
 

ACSP-The major cause of water quality problems in the area is non-point source pollu-

tion. Damage to our water resources comes from soil erosion, excessive fertilizer use, ani-

mal waste contamination, and improper use of agricultural chemicals. The Agriculture 

Cost Share Program helps address nonpoint source pollution.  

AgWRAP-The Agricultural Water Resources Assistance Program was recently created 

in order to address water quantity issues. Producer concerns include   water to be used 

for cropland irrigation, and livestock watering. Multiple best management practices are 

available to help producers increase their water use efficiency, availability and storage. 

 CREP-The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program is available to protect environ-

mentally sensitive cropland and marginal pasture land long term. This is accomplished 

through 10, 15, and 30 year conservation easements.    
 

For more information on the services and how to apply come by our office, email Amanda Kirby at 

a.kirby@stanlycountync.gov or call 704-986-3059 

NCASWCD Resource Conservation Workshop 
  
Approximately 100 rising high school juniors and seniors from across the state converged on NC State 

University on June 23-28 to embark on a week of intense instruction. The instruction, both classroom 

and field work, was to teach about natural resources and their management in today’s global environ-

ment. The Resource Conservation Workshop (RCW) is a unique opportunity 

for accelerated study and hands-on conservation activities. Students are re-

quired to submit an application and are chosen for participation by the Stanly 

Soil & Water Conservation District. Students are housed in NC State Universi-

ty campus dormitories under the guidance of live-in counselors.  

First Bank most graciously donated sponsorship funds for the student who was 

selected to attend. The cost of registration, meals and travel is $600 per student.  

Maddy Davis was chosen to attend the RCW this year. She is the daughter of   

Pike and Joanna Davis, and is a rising high school senior. Maddy won the 

award for the highest score on the exam given at the end of the week. She will 

receive a $500 college scholarship plus $100 

cash. Congratulations Maddy!              

Thank you First Bank for  making this 

workshop possible.   
 

 

 

 

Your Community Bank 

                                             Member FDIC 
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        Scenes from the 2019 Resource Conservation Workshop at               
 NC State University  

 

“I am interested in conservation for many different reasons, but the main reason is 

how ignorance has affected our planet’s ecosystems. Many people do not under-

stand how ecological chains work, which shows in their disregard of a conservation

-focused lifestyle. Before the technology and information we have today was availa-

ble, many leaders and other individuals worked very hard to make life convenient 

and profitable by using practices such as mono-cropping, impermeable surfaces, 

single-use plastics, mass clear-cutting without reforestation, and overharvesting of 

species. I believe many individuals are beginning to see the consequences of our 

non-sustainable lifestyle, but even more still ignore the urgent need to put forth  

effort to fix the damage. I believe that it is important to be educated on the world 

around us so that we are capable of making wise decisions in terms of conservation 

and sustainability.”           Maddy Davis 
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Nominations Open for the 2019 County Commit-

tee Elections 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service 

Agency (FSA) encourages all farmers, ranchers, and FSA pro-

gram participants to take part in the Stanly County Committee 

election nomination process. 

FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grass-

roots input and local administration of federal farm programs. 

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and equitable 

administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are accountable to the Secre-

tary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision making and farm program deliv-

ery process. 

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas (LAA). 

Each member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are open for election 

each year. 

County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of underserved 

farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other minority farmers and 

ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources. 

All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA service 

center by Aug. 1, 2019. For more information on FSA county committee elections and appointments, re-

fer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member available online 

at:fsa.usda.gov/elections. 

Weather the Storm: FEMA Mobile App Provides Weather Alerts and Safety Tips 

USDA offers programs to help producers recover from disasters; FEMA can help you prepare ahead of 

time. 

  
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently launched a free mobile app that will in-

struct the public on what to do before, during and after emergencies. The app is available for download 

for Apple, Android and Blackberry mobile devices. 

  

Download the app to: 
 

 Receive alerts from the National Weather Service for up to five locations 

 Get safety reminders, read tips to survive natural disasters and customize your emergency checklist 

 Locate open shelters and where to talk to FEMA in person (or on the phone) 

Upload and share your disaster photos to help first responders. 

For more information about the FEMA app, visit fema.gov/mobile-app. To download the FEMA app 

from the Apple Store visithttps://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8. To download the FE-

MA app on Google Play for Android visit: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?

id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en 

  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwNjEyLjY5MjQzNDEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwNjEyLjY5MjQzNDEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNzQwNzIzMyZlbWFpbGlkPWplbm5pZmVyLmFsbW9uZEBuYy51c2RhLmdvdiZ1c2Vy
http://fema.gov/mobile-app
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fema/id474807486?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.fema.mobile.android&hl=en
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Document the Drought: USDA U.S. Drought Monitor Offers 

Producers a Voice to Report Drought Impacts 

The U.S. Drought Monitor’s reporting feature offers producers an opportunity to 

submit drought impact and condition reports. 

  

The USDA, in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the University 

of Nebraska in Lincoln, produced the U.S. Drought Monitor to include a reporting feature that allows pro-

ducers to report local drought impacts and conditions. 

  

The report allows producers to: 

 Provide a written description of drought impacts on livelihood, activities, etc.; 

 Select categories to show losses and gains as a result of the drought; 

 Report on the duration of drought event; 

 Select Affected Places – geographic areas ranging from an entire state to a small area within a state; 

 Submit images that document the drought and its impact; 

Provide contact information (includes an option to keep information confidential). 

  

The reporting tool for producers to record the effects of the drought can be accessed at the following 

link: http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/ 

  

More information including state specific drought impact maps can be found on the U. S. Drought Monitor 

homepage:http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx 

 

USDA Accepting Applications to Help Cover Producers’ Costs for Organic  

Certification 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced that organic producers and handlers can apply for federal 

funds to assist with the cost of receiving and maintaining organic certification through the Organic Certifi-

cation Cost Share Program (OCCSP). Applications for fiscal 2019 funding are due Oct. 31, 2019. 

  

OCCSP received continued support through the 2018 Farm Bill. It provides cost-share assistance to pro-

ducers and handlers of agricultural products for the costs of obtaining or maintaining organic certification 

under the USDA’s National Organic Program. Eligible producers include any certified producers or han-

dlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-accredited certifying agent. Eligible expenses for 

cost-share reimbursement include application fees, inspection costs, fees related to equivalency agreement 

and arrangement requirements, travel expenses for inspectors, user fees, sales assessments and postage. 

  

Certified producers and handlers are eligible to receive reimbursement for up to 75 percent of certification 

costs each year, up to a maximum of $750 per certification scope, including crops, livestock, wild crops, 

handling and state organic program fees. 

  

To learn more about organic certification cost share, please visit the OCCSP webpage, view the notice of 

funds availability on the Federal Register, or contact your FSA county office. To learn more about USDA 

support for organic agriculture, visit usda.gov/organic. 

http://droughtreporter.unl.edu/submitreport/
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home.aspx
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/organic-certification-cost-share-program/pdf/occsp_nofa_2019-08624.pdf
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/organic-certification-cost-share-program/pdf/occsp_nofa_2019-08624.pdf
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app
https://www.usda.gov/topics/organic
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USDA Non-Discrimination Policy 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the Stanly SWCD prohibits discrimination against 

its customers, employees and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national  origin, age, 

disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where  applicable, political beliefs,  marital status, 

familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any 

public assistance program, or protected  genetic information in employment or in any program or activity 

conducted or funded by the Department. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for commu-

nication of  program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of 

Communication at (202) 720-2791. To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA, Washing-

ton, D.C. 20250 or call 1-800-245-6340 (Voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). 

USDA Encourages Producers to Consider NAP Risk Protec-

tion Coverage before Crop Sales Deadlines 

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA 

crop risk protection options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured 

Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline. 

  

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for NAP. Beginning, under-

served and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free catastrophic level coverage. 

  

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and excessive mois-

ture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent federal crop insurance pro-

gram is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, flori-

culture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

  

Producers can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting https://

webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx. 

  

The 2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 

percent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed 

directly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the 

average market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. NAP basic 

coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50 percent of ex-

pected production.    

  

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or 

contact your local USDA Service Center.To find your local USDA Service Centers go to http://

offices.usda.gov.  

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents. Agent lists 

are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator: http://

prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,https://

ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs. 

https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx
https://webapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/ActuarialInformationBrowser2018/CropCriteria.aspx
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://offices.usda.gov/
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx
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FSA Offers Safety Net Programs for Honeybee Producers 
 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) administers two programs that have specific 

safety net benefits for producers of honeybees and honey. The Noninsured Crop 

Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-

Raised Fish Program (ELAP) assist producers when disasters impact honey production or damage or destroy 

colonies, hives or honeybee feed. 

  

NAP is designed to reduce financial losses when natural disasters result in lower yields or crop losses, in-

cluding honey. NAP coverage is equivalent to catastrophic insurance, meaning it covers up to 50 percent of a 

producer’s normal yield (must have at least a 50 percent loss) at 55 percent of the average market price. The 

2018 Farm Bill reinstates higher levels of coverage, from 50 to 65 percent of expected production in 5 per-

cent increments, at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers of organics and crops marketed di-

rectly to consumers also may exercise the “buy-up” option to obtain NAP coverage of 100 percent of the av-

erage market price at the coverage levels of between 50 and 65 percent of expected production. 

  

The NAP service fee is the lesser of $325 per crop or $825 per producer per administrative county, not to 

exceed a total of $1,950 for a producer with farming interests in multiple counties.  Eligible causes of loss 

include drought, freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind, hurricanes, earthquake, flood, and condi-

tions related to damaging weather such as excessive heat, plant disease, volcanic smog or insect infestation. 

  

Producers must apply for NAP coverage by Dec. 1 prior to the year for which they are seeking coverage. 

  

ELAP covers colony losses, hive losses and the loss of purchased feed intended for honeybees. For colony 

losses, producers must have losses in excess of normal mortality (normal mortality is 22 percent) as a direct 

result of an eligible adverse weather event or loss condition. For hive losses, the hive must have been dam-

aged or destroyed as a result of an eligible adverse weather event or loss condition. Eligible adverse weather 

or loss conditions include Colony Collapse Disorder (for colony losses only), earthquake, eligible winter 

storm (colony loss only), excessive wind, flood, hurricane, lighting, tornado, volcanic eruption and wild-

fire.  For purchased feed, the program covers feed purchased above normal quantities to sustain bees during 

an eligible adverse weather event or loss condition.  Under ELAP the producer must provide documentation 

that best management practices are being followed. 

  

Both the NAP and ELAP programs require producers to report the number of colonies they have in produc-

tion to FSA by Jan. 2, 2020.  Honeybee producers must notify FSA within 30 calendar days of changes in the 

total number of colonies or when honeybees are moved to another county.  

  

For ELAP, producers must notify FSA within 30 calendar days of when a loss occurs or from when the loss 

is apparent. Producers with NAP coverage must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the 

disaster or when losses become apparent.  

  

To learn more about programs for honey and honeybee producers, contact your local FSA office. 

 



Voluntary Ag District Signs Available  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Stanly SWCD assists the Agricultural Advisory Board with the administration of the Voluntary Agri-

cultural District (VAD).  As of July 2019, total acreage in the Voluntary Agricultural District is 6399.99 

acres with 22 farms participating. Total acreage in the Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District (EVAD) 

is 4321.03 acres with 25 farms  participating.  

Members of the Advisory Board are Chester Lowder (Chairman), David Underwood (Vice-Chairman), 

Terry Blalock, Ronnie Burleson, Curtis Furr, Frank Lee and David Talley. 

Anyone wishing to make application for either the VAD or the EVAD program should contact the Stanly 

SWCD office Amanda Kirby, a.kirby@stanlycountync.gov or call 704-986-3059. or the Stanly County 

Cooperative Extension office 704-986-6101. The VAD/EVAD ordinance is posted on our website http://

www.stanlycountync.gov/soil-and-water 

 

 

12 in. x  6  in. VAD sign  $10 

Suitable to hang from mail box 

36 in. x 24 in. “Notice” sign  $75 24 in. x 18 in.  VAD sign  $50 
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The Stanly County Voluntary Agricultural District has 

VAD/Enhanced VAD signs available for purchase. If 

you are a participant in this program, please consider 

displaying one or more of these on your property. 

Signs may be purchased at the Stanly Soil & Water 

District office. 

http://www.stanlycountync.gov/soil-and-water/
http://www.stanlycountync.gov/soil-and-water/
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STANLY 

Your Community Bank 

 

Stanly County 
Farm Bureau 

704-982-0113 

 

 Mauney  
Feed Mill, Inc. 

 

                        Kelly Vick                                  
   40225 US Hwy. 52 North  

 704-463-1331              New London, NC 28127     

B.B. Oil, Inc. 

Diesel - Home Heating Oil - Kerosene  

Home A/C, Furnace & Heat Pump Service   

     Tires - Batteries - Auto Accessories          

   Auto/Motorcycle Inspections 

128 Hwy 49 N                    Hydraulic Hoses 

PO Box 185                     Propane Tank Filling 

Richfield, NC 28137                                                            704--463-7543 

   Newport Landowner  
          Services Inc.  
          

           Agricultural Services 

    Land and Estate Management     
     
     Dale Newport      
     44558 N.C. Hwy 8    Mobile (704) 985-5437 
     New London, NC 28127      Email newportlandser@yahoo.com 

  H.W. CULP LUMBER COMPANY 

P.O. Box 235 
New London, NC 
28127 
Phone: 704-463-7311 

      
Purchasers of Standing Timber 

 

20560 N.C. 73 HWY,  Albemarle, NC 28001 

(704) 982-2226 or 2228 

Steve Edwards, Manager 

To put your ad here… 

rlittle@stanlycountync.gov 

To put your ad here… 

rlittle@stanlycountync.gov 

 Mission Statement 

The mission of Stanly Soil and Water Conservation District is to provide education, information and technical assistance to      

citizens of Stanly County for the conservation of our soil and water resources. 

Office:  704-982-8496 
   Fax:  704-982-8500 
   
  32467 Millingport Rd 
 Albemarle, NC 28001 

 

http://www.stanlycountync.gov/soil-and-water
http://www.stanlycountync.gov/soil-and-water

